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The NUS Pro Bono Group Elections happen 

19th March 2014. Members interested to run 

for a position in the Executive Committee 

can find out more at nusprobono.com!  

 

With the NUS Pro Bono Group Elections 
around the corner, this special issue of 
the Pro Bono Scoop goes behind the 
scenes to find out more about the 
people who keep the Group running.  

Find out about what they do and what 
they have to say to help make that very 
important decision to run for elections! 

An initiative by the 

NUS Law Pro Bono Group 

Any comments? Email us at 

nusprobono@gmail.com! 

Editor’s Note 

I slept and dreamt that life was Joy. 
I awoke and saw that life was Service. 

I acted, and behold; 
Service was Joy. 

 
Rabindranath Tagore 

 

ELECTIONS SPECIAL 
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Denise Tay 

1

It’s near impossible to avoid the cliché of ‘not 
knowing where to start’ when it comes to a 
journey of presidency in the Pro Bono 
Group. 
 
Daunting? Yes. But then again what worthy 
adventure consists of only comfort zones 
and seas already chartered. Plus, you 
needn’t fear. You’re assured of the backing 
of your executive committee and other 
members of the group who will inspire you 
with their enthusiasm and willingness to help 
and back you up. Remember – this is not a 
lone (wo)man’s mission. 
 
More than a leadership role, this 
appointment presented me with a learning 
journey. I didn’t just make decisions about 
the direction of the group, I was part of a 
cause that harnessed each individual’s 
expertise and allowed the group to make use 
of mine for the pro bono cause to progress. 
 
I would describe the job much alike that of a 
matchmaker. With a bird’s eye view of the 
group and the needs of each project and 
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facet, you are able to advise on appropriate 
venues to address those needs or even caution 
on possible mine zones. 
 
It’s not an easy job, I won’t fib on this. However, 
there is comfort and joy in knowing that your 
work is necessary. Things are enabled through 
you. Though it might seem indirect at times, 
you will realise you need to solve the kinks at 
the level that you do so that the work on the 
ground runs smoothly and impacts the most of 
the people it was intended to. 
 
Sure this comes with sacrifice of some hours, 
but the fruition of the work your team and the 
group achieves will never fail to entice you back 
into the service; reminding you of the core 
reasons why you set out to take this on in the 
first place. 
 
Though it might seem a worthy but arduous 
journey up till here, one mustn’t forget the 
various opportunities this presents. The people 
you meet range widely from all stratas of 
society – the kid that travels to school for  2 
hours on a donated ez-link card; the awe-
inspiring pro bono lawyers who never lost that 
passion to serve that many of us came doe-
eyed into law school with; the pro bono staff 
that seek to be part of this call even though 
they didn’t or couldn’t go to law school. 
 
My friends might tell you I became a part-time 
student, full-time PBG staff. That is part of 
another story of mismanagement. If time turned 
back, I probably would have put those hours on 
Facebook and Youtube to better use, but this 
presidential journey I have no qualms about. 
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If you caught this year’s Law IV, you’ll recall 
that a recurring theme was that failure by 
omission is an insidious but common cause 
of regret. I chose to apply for an exco 
position in the PBG a year ago because I 
guessed that I’d regret not doing more with 
my time at NUS. 
 
The responsibilities of the Vice-President are 
varied and slightly ad hoc in nature. To a 
large extent, it’ll be up to you to take the 
initiative and push for things. I won’t go into 
details here, but feel free to email/text me 
at wilson.koh@nus.edu.sg or 91508010 to 
find out more over a coffee. In brief, you 
could categorize the job as follows: 
 
Spokesperson: Represent PBG to freshmen, 
prospective students, external partners, 
Law Society, the list goes on. This is great 
because you get to meet people on the 
job. I had the opportunity to represent PBG 
to PM Lee, and at the 2nd Southeast Asia 
Pro Bono Conference in Vietnam. 
 
Assistant: The VP should obviously help the 
P. On top of that, they should assist the 

“Twenty years from now, you 
will be more disappointed by 
the things you didn’t do than 

by the ones you did.” 
 

Wilson Koh 
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Project Heads as and when needed. 
Thankfully, when your Project Heads are as on 
the ball as my batch’s, there’s nothing much 
to assist. There are miscellaneous requests 
that come in every now and then, and the P, 
VP and secretary will attend to these. 
 
Expansion/Direction: With the Mandatory 
Scheme kicking in, we are looking for as 
many new projects as we can cope with. This 
falls mainly under the Project Development 
Head, but every pilot project requires plenty 
of planning and correspondence; which the 
VP can help in. The P and VP will have to 
consider the requests/ideas that come in and 
decide whether or not to invest in them. 
 
Law school is certainly busy enough with a 
never-ending list of readings, and I 
understand it might be intimidating to sign up 
for something you don’t completely 
understand. All I can say is:   
 
I can’t tell you exactly what this job entails, 
but I can tell you I don’t regret it one bit. 
 
I can’t say it won’t keep you busy, but I can 
tell you the joy of being busy doing what you 
believe in. 
 
I can’t promise you it’ll be easy, but that’s not 
what you want anyway.   
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Lee Shi Wee 
Despite what Jessie J says sometimes it's really 
all about the money money money.  The 
nature of the treasurer's job needs no 
explaining though the style with which a 
treasurer wishes to run the treasury may differ 
according to his or her personality and goals. 
However, as the Kaching Lady (or 
Gentleman) of PBG, you gain access to more 
than just the accounts of the group. The 
treasurer forms part of the Core group in the 
exco, giving him or her a say in the direction 
of the new exco and a say in how the Core 
exco runs the exco and the group during the 
term. This was a major reason why I took up 
the job. 

If you think PBG can count on you, sign up 
today! 

The best thing about being in the Events 
Committee and, of course, being in charge 
of the Events Committee, is the opportunity 
to participate in a wide variety of activities 
that the NUS Pro Bono Group organises and 
takes part in. While most of the other 
committees involve long-term dedicated 
commitment to one particular type of 
project and activity, the commitment in the 
Events Committee is more ad-hoc, and is of 
a very diverse nature. From organising 
Migrant Workers’ Awareness Week to the In 
Session dialogue colloboration with SMU to 
Pro Bono Cohesion, we are indeed having 
a rather Event-ful (haha) academic year. 
Also under the purview of the Events 
Committee this academic year are the 
upcoming collaboration with the LEAP 
committee, as well as our Valentine’s Day 
fundraiser with LSIRC. 
  
While it might be tough to organise these 
events (sometimes concurrently), and 
sometimes even difficult to recruit 
committee members to help you out, the 
knowledge, experience and 
encouragement gained from event 
beneficiaries and your own peers in the 
process make it all worth it! The scope of 
events that our committee organises is, of 
course, very flexible, and the position of 
Events Head is pretty much whatever you 
want to make of it :) 

Dorothy Sim 
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I (and PBG) have been very blessed with 
extremely enthusiastic and pro-active 
members in my team, which is one of the most 
important assets a group like Project 
Development can have. Starting from scratch, 
our team has developed new initiatives and 
expanded various projects in our term for PBG. 
A huge focus has been on projects targeting 
and assisting migrant workers in Singapore – 
holiday attachments with TWC2 and 
Healthserve, an awareness week for migrant 
workers, and a research project with Justice 
without borders are just some of the initiatives 
we have taken on this year. Apart from these 
projects, we have also been assisting Jazi with 
the expansion of legal clinics and Prof Goh Yi 
Han with Legal Help, a website which serves to 
provide short legal guidance to laypersons. 
We are in the midst of planning an overseas 
trip with the objective of spreading the pro 
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bono spirit to law faculties in Thailand which we 
are really looking forward to, and so should 
you! :D  
 
Project Development has been an important 
addition to PBG and we really thank the seniors 
for their foresight; there are still many groups of 
people in Singapore whom we have the 
resources and ability to reach out to in some 
way or another. but have yet to. With the 
addition of each new project, you will be 
pleasantly surprised to discover schoolmates 
who are tremendously passionate about serving 
others and bringing awareness to the situations 
and problems of different communities within 
our country. It has really been a great and 
heart-warming term for me. A shout-out to my 
team members: thank you for all the help and 
enthusiasm in your individual projects; in all 
honesty I couldn’t have asked for a better 
team :) 
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Without publicity, a 
terrible thing happens – 

nothing! 

My time as Publicity Director in the Pro Bono 
Group has been nothing short of amazing.  

As Publicity Director, your responsibilities 
range from conceptualizing ideas to 
publicise events, designing posters, 
maintaining the group’s website and 
publishing the group’s newsletter. The role 
that I play can be quite daunting at times, as 
the deadlines can be really crazy. 

But for me, what has always got me going 
was seeing ideas coming into fruition and 
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reaching out to people. Be as it may that 
only one person sees that poster or reads 
that article, you are making a difference 
nonetheless! And that is what drives me.  

Some people are great thinkers, some 
people are great leaders, but without the 
architect – someone who designs and 
builds, all these amazing ideas will never 
materialize and all that effort and 
potential goes to naught.  

So if you think you are born to dream and 
build, you are definitely who the Group 
needs, and please, sign up and join us! 

 

Ng Xinyuan 

 

Khoo MayAnn 

Jeremy Goh 

1

In retrospect, being able to play an active 
part in the NUS Pro Bono family has 
certainly been a privilege I will always 
remain grateful for! Besides handling the 
administrative work and the internal 
relations of the group, I was fortunate to 
be able to venture far out of my comfort 
zone in initiating new projects! This has not 
only brought me face-to-face with lawyers 
who have become an invaluable source 
of inspiration for their tireless pro bono 
efforts, but has also allowed me to interact 
with the community we serve (which 
constantly reminds that there’s still so much 
that needs to be done!). The Secretary 
also forms a part of the Core of the Ex-co. 

2

This entails working closely with the 
professors, president and vice-president 
etc., in defining the direction the group 
takes.  

As with most things in life, it isn’t always 
solely about what the opportunity gives to 
you but how much you are willing to bring 
to it. As long as you’re determined to serve 
and have the desire to be a part of this 
effort, please don’t hesitate in signing up! :) 
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Being the project head for University Court Friends (UCF) is an 
exciting and fulfilling experience. There are basically 3 roles you 
will play. 
  
First and foremost, you will coordinate the programme. This will 
involve recruitment, organizing the various applicants into the 
different programmes be it family court, small claims tribunal or 
otherwise and then finally disseminating information to 
volunteers. While to date, all this has been done manually, we 
are living in exciting times where an online system is on the 
verge of going live! This means that your job gets a whole lot 
easier in terms of managing all the volunteers. 
  
The next role you play is of an ad hoc ambassador to the 
Community Justice Centre (CJC) and sometimes the 
Subordinate Court in general. This may sound like a big 
responsibility to bear and it is but mostly it means getting to 
meet interesting people who share a passion for pro bono. They 
are constantly on the look out for ways to expand and improve 
the services that student volunteers can offer the litigants-in-
person that UCF volunteers generally assist. At the same time 
more often than not, you will also be liaising with the CJC to 
update them on matters such as volunteer attendance or 
events (For example, UCF Volunteers Appreciation Tea). 
  
Finally, being the project head for UCF means that you are a 
member of the Pro Bono Group (PBG) ExCo. This is certainly a 
meaningful role to have. The obligations of being an ExCo 
member revolve mainly around attending meetings to discuss 
larger issues. For instance, this past year a recurring topic of 
discussion was the new mandatory pro bono scheme and how 
it would affect the PBG. More than that, it is a chance to get to 
know a bunch of other fun and like-minded individuals. 
  
So, if you have enjoyed your time as a volunteer in this 
programme, we urge you to sign up for this opportunity! 
 

Tan Tong Hang 

Dilshaad Kaur 
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From my experience with youths, I personally think that 
LEAP is one of the best ways you can contribute to 
society as a law student. As a law student, we have our 
limitations. The best that we can do is to make use of 
our knowledge of the law to help those who are 
uninformed and might eventually become a victim of 
their own lack of awareness. Interacting with youths 
from a different tier of the education system has been 
such an eye-opening experience. 
 
LEAP aims to educate the youths of Northlight School 
and Spectra Secondary School on the legal 
consequences of certain actions to equip them with 
knowledge to distinguish right from wrong in the eyes of 
the law. Your participation in this event could 
potentially go a long way in changing the fate of the 
youths. 
   
In the course of this year, we have covered a variety of 
issues such as family violence, substance abuse and 
disorderly behaviour in public. You’ll be in charge of 
engaging the youth in group discussions, skits and 
games to make them reflect critically on the material 
that has been presented. 

Being the Project Head for LEAP (Research) has been a 
real privilege and blessing for me. I believe that Project 
School has limitless potential in terms of the sheer 
scope of the project - that a substantial number of 
secondary students could benefit from the legal 
research that you do and the information you provide 
them, so that they can steer clear of common 
offences. This has been an exciting year also because 
the team has also taken on Project X, which is a 
collaboration with a voluntary full-time staff team to do 
legal research with the aim of producing a pamphlet 
on the procedures of criminal investigation/arrest etc., 
so as to arm the consensual sex workers with basic 
legal knowledge as they go about their daily lives.  
 
Even though legal research could be dry, simplifying 
seemingly non-simplifiable legal jargon could be 
difficult, and chasing people to reply your emails could 
be torturous, all in all, it has been a great year of 
service for me. For those of you who are interested in 
making a difference on a macro-level, do consider 
running for the elections! (: 

Elena Tan 

Shannon Chua 
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As project head for Legal Clinics, it’s been a challenging but 
fulfilling time for me. The legal clinics have always been one 
of the most sought after project for pro bono. I would say 
that the hard part of this role comes when allocating the 
clinics to the individual members and it can be an 
administrative nightmare at times as I do try to 
accommodate to everyone’s needs when allocating the 
respective clinics to the members.  
 
This role can be administratively heavy as you have to 
update the respective contact person for the different 
clinics when the students who have been allocated cannot 
attend the clinic and you will need to source for 
replacements. 
 
What I find rewarding is that sometimes, I do get to go down 
for the different legal clinics when I am unable to find a 
replacement volunteer and it will always be an eye-opening 
experience for me each time I help out at a legal clinic.  
 
An added bonus with this role is the networking opportunities 
that you can get as you liaise with the different contact 
persons and also with the lawyers who you will meet at the 
legal clinics as well! 

The Moot Parliament Program, while a mouthful and 
somewhat intimidating, is really just a great 
opportunity to work with students and see how 
promotion of legal education and active citizenry can 
lead to creativity and the production of original work 
in the form of mock legislation and parliamentary 
debate. Depending on which end of the coin you fall 
on, the program itself can be inspiring or jading, and 
understandably so. Having seen one cycle finish 
myself, and having been a former MPP participant, I 
can say that I’ve really enjoyed the program in all its 
iterations, especially with all the potential. The actual 
organisation itself is never taxing as long as you are 
able to work well with MOE (which shouldn’t be too 
difficult, because they are really nice) and what’s 
most important is seeing how we as NUS Law students 
can best enrich the program for the kids, especially in 
an age where you really feel a disjunct between 
generations- of civil servants, yourselves and students, 
and trying to bridge that gap as well. 

Nur Hijazi bin 
Jaffar 

Gideon Yap 
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As project director for Project Law Help (PLH), I’ve had a 
challenging, yet rewarding year. PLH is in a state of flux at the 
moment, with the year spent on really expanding our activities 
and planning for the project’s future. Now, not only is PLH 
involved in the original project of developing a website for 
Voluntary Welfare Organisations (VWOs), it has also branched 
into developing supplementary material, meeting with VWOs 
to better gauge their needs and attending briefings with 
lawyers from LawSoc. No doubt, PLH is set to continue its 
expansion, with the next year hopefully bringing a foray into 
the corporate sphere as PLH looks into helping social 
enterprises as well.  
 
This project is as wide or narrow as the team makes it, and Prof 
Helena has been exceptionally helpful in considering any 
avenues for growth that may arise. If you’re passionate about 
working hard to help out these VWOs, joining PLH would 
definitely be a good idea! 

Rachel Phang 

Manek Minhas 
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Especially over the last year, the situation of transient migrant workers has 
entered the foreground of public consciousness unlike ever before. Though 
beginning the academic year as project head of HOME, I’ve since had the 
chance, together with the Project Development comm, to interact, whether 
closely or tangentially, with so many unforgettable people, from fellow 
students to pro bono lawyers to staff at TWC2 and Justice Without Borders.  
 
As project head, part of your role will definitely be administrative, serving as 
a liaison connecting HOME staff and student volunteers. Your role may also 
be facilitative and/or hands-on, depending on your personal choices and the 
work involved. As for scope, the project is driven by our members: we’ve 
been blessed this AY by dedicated and determined members, who have 
expanded the project to include research for law reform, on-site help desk 
volunteering, legal education workshops for domestic workers, and a 
donation drive for HOME’s new shelter. Going into the next few months, 
HOME is looking at the prospect of legal clinics and a new HOME office in 
Geylang.  
 
It’s a journey, and you’ll meet people along the way. You’ll cross paths with 
men and women who have been exploited, deceived or injured, or who 
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have made mistakes; who have loved ones waiting at home; who may be desperate or lost, hopeful and full or 
fortitude, driven or shrewd; strangers who may not be so strange, with dreams and debts and sorrows and 
aspirations. You’ll encounter founders and linchpins of some of the most well-known NGOs working with migrant 
workers today: men and women of passion and vision, with the capacity to inspire, the will to work tirelessly 
against the tide, the strength of character to stand by their convictions, and the fearlessness to speak for what 
they believe in. You’ll meet social workers at the frontlines who are gifted with no-nonsense firmness and deep 
compassion. And through it all, you’ll be working alongside fellow students talented and kind, spirited, committed, 
and willing to give of their time and skills, or just to be present with those who need it- you know who you are, a 
huge thank you!  
 
At least, that was my experience. I hesitated to run last year, but have not regretted it since. If you’re in a similar 
position right now, do consider! I can’t predict the specifics, but it’ll definitely be a year to remember.  
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